
Views of the National Parks

Acquiring new vocabulary is an integral part of learning.  The Views program contains
many words that may be new to your students, yet key to their understanding of the
concepts presented.  We have several suggestions to help your students master this new
vocabulary.

•   Create a “Word Wall,” where you and/or your students can post new and
interesting words they encounter in their work with Views.  Encourage students to
illustrate words for the word wall when appropriate.

•   Have your students keep a science vocabulary notebook, where they list,
define, and/or illustrate important vocabulary.

•   Teach new vocabulary in the context of a meaningful science lesson and
facilitate discussion that centers around use of the new word.

•   Help students make connections between the new vocabulary and their
existing background knowledge.

•   Use the Vocabulary Definition Map to help students make meaning of new
words.  If students have not used this process before, spend some time modeling
and teaching how to use the Vocabulary Definition Map before asking students to
complete the map individually.

Vocabulary
Lesson Plan
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Chosen Word

Property Property Property

Synonyms ... Similar Antonyms ... Opposite

Illustration
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Vocabulary
Objectives
Students Will Be Able To create meaningful definitions of new words
encountered in their reading.

SWBAT apply new vocabulary in different contexts.

Materials
♦  Vocabulary Definition Map overhead and handouts

♦  Selected terms that are central to the unit of study, and address
key concepts
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Procedure
These plans are designed to provide guided practice using the
Vocabulary Definition Map over the course of several class periods.

1.   Model the use of the Vocabulary Definition Map

♦  Select a word from your unit of study to use as a model.
(For example, abode, from the Grand Canyon module.)

♦  On an overhead of the Vocabulary Definition Map sheet,
write the word in the center.

♦  Say, as if thinking to yourself, “I think I might have heard
this word abode before, but I can’t quite remember what it
means.  Maybe I can get a clue from the context.  Hmmm, the
sentence says ‘Packrats build a protective abode called a
midden.’  And before that, the text was describing how
packrats collect things to help build their homes.  So I think an
abode is some kind of a home.  I’ll write that her under
synonyms.”

♦  Continue “thinking aloud” as you fill out the rest of the
Vocabulary Definition Map.  Model looking in the dictionary,
as well as consulting with peers for ideas as you fill out the
form.

2.   Repeat the procedure above with a new term, asking students to
fill out their own Vocabulary Definition Maps along with you as you
fill out the overhead.  Encourage students to contribute ideas as you
fill out the worksheet.

3.   The next time the Vocabulary Definition Map is used, ask
students to complete the worksheet in groups.

4.   After you feel students have had enough guided practice,
students can complete the worksheet individually.
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Example

Definition
An abode is a place where a person or animal lives.  Each person or
animal chooses an abode that fits his or her needs.  An abode
provides shelter and protection.

Chosen Word

Property Property Property

Synonyms ... Similar Antonyms ... Opposite

Illustration

Abode

Home      House
Habitat   Shelter

Unsheltered
Unprotected

(Answers will vary)

A place where a
person or an
animal lives

It meets the
person’s or

animal’s needs

It provides shelter
and protection
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